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Abstract

By studying the primary narrative and jurisprudential sources of the
Imami school, proving ihsan (doing good) as a jurisprudential rule is
straightforward. Jurists have relied on this rule in specific cases within
their jurisprudential works, although they have not explored or
examined the rule in extensive detail. However, the verse of “negation
of sabil” (Qur'an 2:190, etc.) is invoked as an established principle. It
was in later centuries that its proofs, content, implications, and scope
were subjected to comprehensive study and research and applied to its
relevant cases. It also found its place in positive laws. In this paper, the
rule has been examined in detail, and the differences of opinion
regarding it have been reviewed. In particular, the view of Sahib al-
Jawahir (the author of Jawahir al-Kalam)—who held the doer of good
(muhsin) liable—was emphasized, and the opposing view, which is
held by the majority of jurists, was strengthened in refuting his opinion.
This is because the negation of sabil in the verse explicitly negates any
attribution of responsibility to the doer of good. Furthermore, the
exceptions to the rule—which themselves constitute exceptions to the
primary principle—were also studied.

Keywords: Ihsan, Rule of Ihsan, Lifting Liability, Doers of Good
(Muhsinin), Sabil, Negation of Sabil.
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