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Abstract

This research seeks to precisely delineate the scope and conditions
under which the "apparent meanings" (zawahir) of the Qur'an are
deemed authoritative (hujjah) in the process of deriving juridical
rulings. By critically examining the pertinent evidence and evaluating
the divergent viewpoints—particularly the contrast between the
Akhbari and Usuli schools—the study aims to furnish a clear
framework for utilizing this fundamental source within juridical
reasoning (ijtihad). The necessity of this inquiry arises from the fact that
understanding the relationship between the Qur'an and the Sunnah, as
the two principal pillars of legal derivation, has persistently constituted
one of the foundational challenges in Islamic legal methodology (usul
al-figh); moreover, determining the epistemic status of the Qur'an's
apparent meanings directly affects the scope of authoritative sources
available to the jurist and, consequently, the resulting juridical
outcomes. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the research
collects data through library-based methods and relies on primary texts
of jurisprudence, legal theory, and hadith literature to examine and
critique the arguments advanced by the two main intellectual currents
in this domain (the Akhbaris and the Usulis). The findings indicate that,
notwithstanding the existence of traditions (riwayat) prohibiting
"interpretation based on personal opinion” (tafsir bi al-ra'y), this
prohibition pertains to the imposition of subjective and unregulated
opinions. In light of the Quranic verses that affirm the
comprehensibility of the Qur'an and its role as a criterion (mi'yar), the
apparent meanings of the Qur'an may be regarded as authoritative
within a specified framework, provided that, when confronted with the
interpretive traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (as the articulate Qur'an [al-
Qur'an al-natiq]), the latter are accorded precedence and serve as the
ultimate determinative factor.

Keywords: Apparent meanings of the Qur'an (zawahir al-Qur'an), juridical
derivation (istinbat fighi), Akhbaris, Usulis, interpretation by personal opinion
(tafsir bi al-ra'y), authority of the Sunnah (hujjiyyat al-sunnah)
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