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Abstract

Privacy, as one of the fundamental human rights, has faced serious
challenges in the age of information and cyberspace. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method and adopting a tradition-oriented
Qur'anic research approach, the present study undertakes a juridical
analysis and derives the ruling concerning privacy in the digital realm.
The principal focus is on verse 12 of Siirat al-Hujurat ("and do not spy
[la tajassast]") and the exegetical traditions narrated under it. The
findings indicate that, within the interpretive system of the Ahl al-Bayt
(as), the concept of tajassus extends beyond physical search and
encompasses any covert access to a believer's information (i.e., the
discovery of secrets). The exegetical traditions, drawing upon key
notions such as "tracking faults" (tattabu * ‘atharat), "violating the veil"
(hatk al-satr), and "the inviolability of the believer" (hurmat al-
mu 'min), elucidate the absolute scope of the verse and subsume its
novel manifestations in cyberspace—including digital surveillance,
hacking, and unauthorized data mining—under the rubric of prohibition
(hurma). Nevertheless, the traditions also mention exceptions for "one
who openly commits sin" (mutajahir bi al-fisq) and for "the interests of
the Islamic system" (masalih al-nizam al-Islami), subject to strict
conditions, thereby delineating the juridical framework of privacy in
cyberspace.

Keywords: Tradition-oriented Qur'anic research, privacy,
cyberspace, tajassus (spying/investigation), media jurisprudence, verse 12 of
Surat al-Hujurat.
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